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The planets really all move at the same speed.
The nearer ones seem to move more rapidly than the
more distant ones because their orbits are smaller.1

13.  The Moon, being below, completes its small orbit in a
short time. Saturn, being above all the others, completes its large
orbit in a long time.2

14.  The zodiacal signs (a twelfth of the circle) are to be
known as small in a small circle and large in a large circle. Like-
wise the degrees and minutes are the same in number in the
various orbits.3

15.  Beneath the asterisms are Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, the Sun,
Venus, Mercury, and the Moon, and beneath these is the Earth
situated in the center of space like a hitching-post.4

16.  These seven lords of the hours, Saturn and the others,
are in order swifter than the preceding one, and counting suc-
cessively the fourth in the order of their swiftness they become
the Lords of the days from sunrise.

They are called "swifter than the preceding" be-
cause their orbits being successively smaller they
complete their revolutions in less time (traverse a
given number of degrees in less time). The order of
the planets is Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, the Sun, Venus,
Mercury, and the Moon. Therefore they become
rulers of the days of the week as follows:

1 Cf. Suryasiddhanta, I, 27 and note; Brahmagupta, XXI, 12;
Pancasiddhantika, XIII, 39; Bhaskara, Goladhyaya, Bhuvanakosa,
69; JRAS, 1911, p. 112.

2 Cf. JRAS, 1863, p. 375; Suryasiddhanta, XII, 76-77; Pancasi-
ddhantika, XIII, 41; Brahmagupta, XXI, 14; Bhattotpala, p. 45.

3 Cf. JRAS, 1863, p. 375; Pancasiddhantika, XIII, 40; Suryasi-
ddhanta, XII, 75; Brahmagupta, XXI, 14; Bhattotpala, p. 45.

4 Cf. JRAS, 1863, p. 375; Pancatiddhantika, XIII, 39; Lalla,
Madhyamadhikara, 12; Brahmagupta, XXI, 2; Bhattotpala, p. 44.